FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
spirit, and the disorder it entails, I looked upon the United
States of America as the future of civilized countries and
the English monarchy as the government of to-day. Hating
despotism I saw in administrative monarchy only a state of
transition."
The setting forth of the essential practical working of the
system that was most likely to translate into reality the^ ideal
just put forward by de Broglie was the work of Benjamin
Constant.1 Few men have been so inaptly named as one whose
public and private life shows fickleness at its worst; but his
political thought is coherent and stable enough. His supreme
distinction lies undoubtedly in his unique grasp of the essen-
tials of the working of the parliamentary machine. He realized
its complexity, the numerous fictions that alone make it live,
the real nature of its checks and balances; and his supple and
elastic mind, the very fickleness of his outlook, made him
rejoice in a study of this delicate mechanism, and enabled him
to see its finer points far more clearly than Guizot with his
more rigid and legal outlook, although Guizot had given much
more time to the study of England and had in many ways
a greater and deeper mind. Constant realized quite clearly
that the mere nominal transfer of " sovereignty " from the
monarch to the people was in itself no guarantee whatever of
individual liberty; that in fact the individual can be oppressed
still more in the name of a sovereign of which he is supposed
to be a part than in that of a monarch entirely external to him-
self. The main problem was not, therefore, that of the source
or seat of sovereignty, so much as that of the limitations
of sovereignty of whatever origin; and these limitations he
embodied in a firm doctrine of individual rights. His view of
those rights was narrow, and he cannot be classed with those
who really built society on the principle of the equal inherent
rights of all citizens, political as well as social—he is a Liberal,
1 Benjamin Constant de Rebecque (1767-1830), educated in Switzerland,
Germany and Scotland; a member of the Tribunate, 1799; in exile, 1801-1813,
where he met Madame de Stael; Deputy, 1819. His political pamphlets have
been collected together under the title of Cours de Potitique constitutionndie,
See de Lauris, Benjamin Constant et les Idles libtrales*
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